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eration, what they wished to answer thereto. I told
them that every man, as possessing an immortal soul,
would at last, after this life, go to one or the other of
two places, Paradise or Hell, and that forever; but that
these places were widely different, since Paradise is
a place abounding in blessings of all kinds, and free
from all manner of ills; Hell, a place where no bless-
ing comes, and where ills of all kinds abound; that
it is a fiery furnace, in the midst of which the
damned would be forever tormented, and burned
without ever being consumed; [18] that they must
now consider to which of these two places they pre-
ferred to go some day, forever, and to do this while
they were still in this life, because the matter was
decided so far as it concerned all the dead for whom
they had made or were going to make feasts; that
all those who had slighted God and broken his com-
mandments had followed the path to Hell, where
they now were tormented by punishments that could
not be imagined, and for which there was no remedy.
I told them that, if they wished to go to Heaven, we
would teach them the way; and, inasmuch as all
affairs of importance are managed here by presents,
and as the Porcelain that takes the place of gold and
silver in this Country is all-powerful, I presented in
this Assembly a collar of twelve hundred beads of
Porcelain, telling them that it was given to smooth
the difficulties of the road to Paradise. It is custom-
ary to employ such terms, when they make presents
to succeed in some difficult enterprise. Then all, in
turn expressing their opinions, said that they dreaded
these glowing fires of Hell, and that they preferred
the road to Heaven. There was, nevertheless, one
who — either seriously, or more probably [19] in



